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Dear Members of IB Schools of NC,         March 8, 2016 
 
Please accept this letter as my interest for the PYP Coordinator office on the IBSNC Executive Council. I am an 
experienced PYP Coordinator, IB workshop leader and site visitor, and have taught at four PYP schools 
(International and Public) at various stages of the authorization process. I am excited about this new IBSNC 
Executive Council office and aspire to: 

 represent the unique needs of the PYP and voicing our needs when planning for collaboration at our 
semi-annual meetings and future IBSNC events 

 help to bridge the current gap in IB support for schools between Verification and Evaluation visits. 

 serve to coordinate collaborative support for both experienced and new PYP Coordinators. 
 
As a PYP classroom teacher, I began my journey when I grew restless as a public school teacher in NC.  I 
decided to apply to teach at an International school in Shanghai, China. When I was offered the position as a 
Kindergarten teacher, I found myself packing my things and moving to China in the span of about 2 months.  
This school happened to be a candidate PYP school, and as I was inducted into the IB lingo, I found out I was 
being a risk-taker with this move across the world. I was on the curriculum mapping committee and went 
through the verification visit with this school. 
 
When my 2-year contract was over, I decided I wanted to return home to NC and found a 4th grade position at 
a PYP school.  I increasingly became intrigued with how to reorganize our required curriculum into more 
powerful PYP Units of Inquiry. When I learned of a PYP Coordinator opening at another school, I decided I must 
apply and explore this new passion further.  
 
Moving from classroom teacher into the coordinator role, I found excitement and joy in helping make the role 
of classroom teacher easier for my colleagues. For three years I was the PYP Coordinator at an authorized PYP 
school.  During this time North Carolina moved to the Common Core and Essential Standards, which gave us 
the opportunity to reexamine and often rewrite all of our UOIs to better target the new standards.  I also led 
the self-study process for their second evaluation visit. 
 
In August 2015, I joined Speas Global Elementary in Winston-Salem as their IB PYP Coordinator to help begin 
the PYP at the school. We are applying for candidacy in April. As I begin the PYP journey with my new school, I 
am reminded how important collaboration at IBSNC meetings has been for me in my role as PYP Coordinator.  
If elected to this new PYP Coordinator role on the IBSNC executive council, I will bring the same excitement 
and joy for collaborating and connecting with experienced and new PYP Coordinators. 
 
Working together, 
 
Katryna Jacober 
IB PYP Coordinator 
 
 


